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"WHO  MAY  BEAR  THE  PRIESTHOOD?" 


This  is  a  subject  of  frequent  inquiry  in  the  South  Afri- 
can Mission,  where  so  many  good  people  are  unable  to  declare,  with 
certainty,  a  genealogy  pure  from  the  Hamite  or  Canaanitish  blood. 

The  scriptures  portray  that  from  the  day  God  cursed  Cain 
for  the  murder  of  his  brother  Abel,  it  was  a  grievous  sin  for 
Adam's  race  to  intermarry  with  those  of  Cain,  and  eventually  ter- 
minated in  the  destruction  of  the  race  by  flood,  except  those  of 
Noah  and  his  family. 

After  the  flood,  when  man  began  to  take  on  his  normal 
pastoral  life  again,  we  read:  where  Noah  began  to  be  an  husbandman 
and  he  planted  a  vineyard,  and  he  drank  of  the  vine  and  was  drunk- 
en, and  he  was  uncovered  in  his  tent.   And  Ham  (the  father  of  Can- 
aan) saw  the  nakedness  of  his  father  and  he  told  his  two  brethren 
without.  And  Shem  and  Japheth  took  a  garment  and  laid  it  upon 
both  their  shoulders,  and  went  backwards  and  covered  the  nakedness 
of  their  father;  and  their  faces  were  backward  and  they  saw  not 
their  father's  nakedness.  And  Noah  awoke  from  his  wine  and  knew 
what  his  younger  son  had  done  unto  him,  and  he  said,  Cursed  be 
Canaan,  a  servant  of  servants  shall  he  be  unto  his  brethren;  and 
blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Shem,  and  Canaan  shall  be  his  servant. 
God  shall  enlarge  Japheth,  and  he  shall  dwell  in  the  tents  of 
Shem,  and  Canaan  shall  be  his  servant.   Genesis  9:20-27. 

Shem  and  Japheth 's  seed  combined,  and  through  Shem  came 
the  great  and  illustrious  patriarchs  of  God's  people. 

Ham  had  the  four  sons:  Cush  and  Mizraim  and  Phut  and 
Canaan,  from  whose  loins  came  forth  those  nations  which  were  cur- 
sed, such  as  the  Ninevehites,  Jebusites,  Amorites,  lirgasi  tes., 
Hivites,  Arkites,  Sinites,  Arvadites,  Zemarites,  and  Hamathites, 
and  aftjrward  were  the  families  of  the  Canaanites  spread  abroad. 

Genesis  10. 
It  was  a  very  grievous  sin  in  the  sight  of  God  for 
these  two  races  to  intermarry,  and  most  emphatically  prohibited 
by  commandment  from  God  to  Moses,  for  He  said:  (Deuteronomy  7) 
T'hou  shalt  make  no  covenant  with  them  nor  show  mercy  unto  them. 
(3)  Neither  shalt  thou  make  marriage  with  them;  thy  daughter  thou 
shalt  not  give  unto  his  son,  nor  his  daughter  shalt  thou  take  unto 
thy  son,  (4)  for  they  will  turn  away  thy  son  from  following  rne, 
that  they  may  serve  other  Gods,  so  will  the  anger  of  the  Lord  be 
kindled  against  you  and  destroy  thee  suddenly  -  -  (6)  for  thou  .art 
an  holy  people  unto  the  Lord  thy  Cod ,  etc." 

Disobedience  to  this  law  was  the  cause  of  most  of  the 
sufferings  and  trials  which  befell  the  children  of  Israel,  as  so 
clearly  fortold  by  the  prophets,  and  particularly  so  when  the  off- 
enders were  of  those  who  enjoyed  the  rights  of  the  Holy  Priesthood. 
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Many  were  required  to  put  away  their  wives  and  children  through 
these  pollutions.   (Road  Ezra  10.) 

We  also  find  the  same  difficulty  with  Nehemiah  regard- 
ing temple  ordinances,  or  the  sacred  things  of  the  temple  after 
the  walls,  etc.,  of  Jerusalem  had  been  repaired. 

(Nehemiah  7:63)  And  of  the  Priests:  the  children  of  Hab- 
aiah,  the  children  of  Koz,  the  children  of  Barsillai  which  took 
one  of  the  daughters  of  Barzillai,  the  Gilloadite,  to  wife,  and 
was  called  after  their  name.   (64)These  sought  their  register 
among  those  that  were  reckoned  by  genealogy,  but  it  was  not  found, 
therefore  were  they  as  polluted  put  from  the  Priesthood.  (65)  And 
the  Tirshatha  (Governors  Ezra  and  Uehemiah)  said  unto  them,  that 
they  should  not  eat  of  the  most  holy  things  till  there  stood  up  a 
Priest  with  Urim  and  Thumim. 

Also,  Nehemiah  13:23.   In  those  days  also  saw  I  Jews 
that  had  married  wives  of  Ashdod,  of  Ammon,  and  of  Moab.  (24)  And 
their  children  spake  half  in  the  speech  of  Ashdod,  and  could  not 
speak  in  the  Jews'  language,  but  according  to  the  language  of  each 
people.  (25)  And  I  contended  with  them,  and  cursed  them,  and  smote 
certain  of  them,  and  plucked  off  their  hair,  and  made  them  swear 
by  God,  saying,  Ye  shall  not  give  your  daughters  unto  their  sons, 
nor  take  their  daughters  unto  your  sons,  or  for  yourselves.  (Read 
the  rest  of  the  chapter.) 

I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  we  are  living  under 
very  different  conditions  today.   We  are  living  in  a  day  of  grace, 
and  not  under  the  rigid  ceremonial  laws  of  the  Mosiac  dispensation. 
At  the  same  time  we  must  not  forget  that  the  Priesthood  is  an  ever- 
lasting Priesthood,  and  changes  not.   It  is  through  the  holy  offic-e 
of  the  Priesthood  we  are  taught  the  laws  and  ordinances  requisite 
in  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  when  we  desire  to  obey  we  must  do  so 
under  its  direction.   And  when  we  desire  to  renew  the  covenants  of 
taking  upon  us  the  name  of  His  son,  and  to  always  remember  Him,  . 
and  to  keep  the  commandments  which  He  has  given:  the  Priesthood  is 
the  only  delegated  power  upon  earth  through  whom  and  under  whoso 
direction  it  can  be  done,  that  is  in  administering  the  Sacrament 
to  the  children  of  the  Kingdom.   It  is  an  authority  given  from 
Jesus  Christ,  and  He  said:  He  that  receiveth  you  receiveth  me,  and 
he  that  receiveth  me  receiveth  Him  that  hath  sent  me. 

Paul,  writing  to  the  Hebrews,  said:  (1)  Fo.r  every  High 
Priest  taken  from  among  men  is  ordained  for  men  in  things  pertain- 
ing to  God,  that  he  may  offer  both  gifts  and  sacrifices  for  sins. 
(2)  Who  can  have  compassion  on  the  ignorant  and  on  them  that  are 
out  of  the  way;  for  that  he  himself  also  is  compassed  with  infirmi- 
ty, (-3)  and  by' reason  hereof,  he  ought  as  for  the  people  so  also 
for  himself  to  offer  for  sins.  (4)  And  no  man  taketh  this  honour 
unto  himself,  but  he  that  is  called  of  God  as  was  Aaron. 

When  the  angel  John  came  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  and 
Oliver  Cowdery,  he  restored  the  key  of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  with 
all  its  sacredncss.   He  said  he  was  acting  under  the  direction  of 
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Peter,  James  and  John,  and  in  conferring  it  used  these  words: 

"Upon  you  my  follow  servants,  in  the  name  of  the  Messiah 
I  confer  the  Priesthood  of  Aaron,  which  holds  the  keys  of  the  min- 
istering of  angels,  and  of  the  Gospel  of  repentance,  and  of  bap- 
tism by  immersion  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  this  shall  nevor 
be  taken  again  from  the  earth  until  the  sons  of  Levi  do  offer 
again  an  offering  unto  the  Lord  in  righteousness". 

He  gave  no  wider  privileges  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
and  Oliver  Cowdery  than  were  enjoyed  in  the  days  of  Moses  and 
Aaron  regarding  the  Hamite  or  Canaanitish  race  receiving  th6  auth- 
ority of  the  Priesthood,  and  although  at  times  where  there  is  only 
an  indication  of  the  dark  skin  and  .he  withholding  of  the  Priest- 
hood may  seem  an  hardship,  the  servants  of  God  dare  not  presume  to 
confer  it,  but  humbly  submit  to  His  judgement. 

All  the  revelations  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  relating  to  the 
Holy  Priesthood  were  very  sacred  and  definite,  particularly  when 
explaining  its  rights  and  authority  as  follows: 

Again,  "That  the  rightj  of  the  Priesthood  are  inseparably 
connected  with  the  powers  of  heaven,  and  that  the  powers  of  heaven 
cannot  be  controlled  nor  handled  only  upon  the  principles  of  right- 
eousness.  That  they  may  be  conferred  upon  us  it  is  true;  but  when 
we  undertake  to  cover  our  sins,  or  to  gratify  our  pride,  our  vain 
ambition  or  to  exercise  control  or  dominion  or  compulsion  upon  the 
souls  of  the  children  of  men  in  any  degree  of  unrighteousness,  be- 
hold the  heavens  withdraw  themselves;  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  is 
grieved,  and  when  it  is  withdrawn,  Amen  bo  the  Priesthood  or  the 
authority  of  that  man.   Behold,  ere  he  is  aware  he  is  loft  unto 
himself  to  kick  against  the  pricks,  to  persecute  the  saints,  and 
to  fight  against  God.  (Loctrine  and  Covenants  121:36-38.) 

I  am  very  conscious  of  the  fact  that  we  nay  not  fully 
comprehend  all  the  meaning  contained  in  the  prophetic  declarations 
of  God  to  His  prophets  on  first  reading,  nor  are  we  always  able  to 
realize  their  awful  literalness. 

Therefore,  it  behooves  us  all  to  be  vory  humble  and  anx- 
ious to  learn  by  striving  daily  to  prove  our  worthiness  before  God 
and  His  servants  by  doing  the  smallest  of  the  duties  in  His  Kingdom, 
many  of  which  may  appear  of  little  moment  in  our  eyes,  but  will 
surely  bring  great  joy  and  comfort  when  willingly  performed,  insur- 
ing calls  to  greater  and  greater  responsibilities  even  though  we 
may  not  be  called  to  bear  the  authority  of  the  Holy  Priesthood. 

All  the  human  race  are  not  called  to  be  kings,  nor  will 
God  call  all  to  be  Priests  to  officiate  to  each  other,  but  it  is 
the  duty  of  Kings  and  Priests  to  do  all  things  for  the  welfare  and 
progress  of  those  who  are  not  so  called,  for  this  is  an  eternal  work. 

Those  who  are  called  to  the  Holy  Priesthood  realize  their 
weaknesses;  they  know  their  vision  and  comprehension  of  the  nature 
of  man  is  riot  infallible.   They  may  be  deceived  by  their  fellowmen 
when  conferring  the  Priesthood,  but  we  must  remember:  even  though 
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it  be  conferred  upon  us,  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  obtain  the  seal 
and  witness  of  the  Holy  Ghost  before  our  ministrations  are  accept- 
able unto  our  Father  in  heaven,  and  woe  unto  those  who  seek  to  de- 
ceive the  servants  of  Gfo&'.  But  let  no  man  turn  you  from  obedience 
to  the  commands  of  God  regarding  the  only  plan  of  salvation,  who- 
ever you  may  be>  it  ie  open  to  all. 

The  Saviour  said:"In  my  Father's  house  there  are  many 
mansions,  if  it  were  not  so  I  would  have  told  you;  I  go  to  prepare 
a  place  for  you".   There  is  a  kingdom,  a  mansion,  prepared  in  ex- 
act harmony  with  the  laws  we  obey,  irrespective  of  our  colour, 
wealth  or  education  in  a  worldly  sense.   Our  station  here  will  not 
be  the  rule  of  judgement  either,  but  tho  unerring  judgement  of  God. 
Still,  the  Priesthood  is  only  for  those  whom  5od  shall  so  call  and 
choose  out  of  the  various  races,  therefore,  let  not  your  hearts  be 
troubled  regarding  this  matter.   God  is  just;  He  cannot  be  unjust, 
irrespective  of  our  ideas  or  the  interpretations  of  what  man  may 
say  or  do;  nor  will  He  withhold  any  needful  blessing  from  you  if 
you  obey  the  law  upon  which  it  is  predicated. 

When  we  are  able  to  decide  the  limit  of  man's  power  for 
knowledge  with  eternal  life  or  existence  before  him,  we  shall  be 
able  to  decide  what  God  has  prepared  for  Eis  children.   It  is  suff- 
icient for  us,  then,  to  know  that  so  long  as  man  is  in  a  condition 
to  obtain  increased  knowledge,  he  is  in  a  position  :" or  progress  and 
happiness,  even  though  he  should  not  be  called  of  God  to  officiate 
in  tho  authority  of  the  Priesthood, 

God  has  revealed  this  truth,  and  given  authority  to  offi- 
ciate unto  this  end:  "Go  ye  therefore  into  all  the  world  and  preach 
my  Gospel  unto  eTrery  creature  who  has  not  received  it;  and  he  that 
believeth  and  is  baptized  chain  be  saved,  and  he  that  believeth  not 
and  is  not  baptized  shall  be  damned'7 ,  (Doctrine  &  Covenants  112:28-29) 

All  may  be  saved;  and  to  be  saved  is  to  be  able  to  dwell 
with  the  Lord  Jesus  Chr.  st  and, partake  of  His  glory,  and  be  absolu- 
tely freed  from  the  power  of  evil. 

And  to  be  damned  is  to  be  shut  out  of  His  presence  in  some 
other  kingdom,  varying  in  degrees  according  to  our  lives  of  disobed- 
ience, and  in  tho  same  measure  we  become  subject  to  the  powers  of 
darkness  or  evil  which  ie  opposite  to  light  and  truth. 

Our  exaltation  depends  upon  our  willingness  to  hear  and 
obey  the  word  of  God,  whether  given  directly  by  God  or  through  His 
servants  while  in  the  flesh. 

God  has  restored  the  Holy  Priesthood  again  to  earth  for 
this  purpose;  the  world  may  know  the  truth  of  the  message  His  serv- 
ants bear  just  in  harmony  with  their  willingness  to  humble  themsel- 
ves and  obey. 

Lo  not  1st  the  non-participation  in  the  Priesthood  now 
deba:  you  from  accepting  all  that  God  does  offer;  do  not  allow  any- 
one to  persuade  you  that  God  is  unjust  to  hold  certain  blessings  and 
privileges  within  His  own  power  for  whom  He  will.   It  would  be  like 
a  drowning  man  refusing  to  enter  bhe  life  boat  because  he  is  not 
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allowed  co  re-  or  drive  it  into  port  himself. 

But  let  each  one  of  us  become  Saviours  to  each  other  by 
constantly  helping  and  encouraging  the  other  _:i  to  greater  faith- 
fulness in  all  things  which  c^psr'  -.in  to  the  Kingdom  of  God.  Help 
to  build  up  the  Kingdom  of  Sod  by  all  you  have  and  are,  and  then 
leave  your  reward  in  the  hands  of  Him.  who  judge th  righteously, 
and  lac  no  man  rob  you  of  your  reward  by  presuming  to  judge  the 
servants  of  God  or  their  teachings,  but  "prepare  ye,  prepare  ye 
for  that  which  is  to  come,  for  the  lord  is  nigh". 

I  bear  testimony  to  the  truthfulness  of  these  things, 
for  God  has  given  me  a  knowledge  of  the  things  I  am  here  to  teach, 
and  to  know  with  an  assurance  indeed  that  Joseph  Smith  was  the 
great  and  chosen  prophet  of  God  for  ushering  in  the  dispensation 
of  the  fulness  of  times,  regardless  of  all  the  slanderous  wicked- 
ness imputed  to  him,  and  I  am  convinced  there  is  no  other  divine 
authority  upon  the  earth  today  than  that  which  has  come  down 
through  him  from  heavenly  messengers. 

Mission  President  Samuel  Martin. 


"I  know  that  which  the  Lord  hath  commanded  me,  and  I  glory 
in  it.   I  do  not  glory  of  myself,  but  I  glory  in  that  which  the 
Lord  hath  commanded  me;  yea,  and  this  is  my  glory,  that  perhaps 
I  may  be  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  God  to  bring  some  soul  to 
repentance;  anc  this  is  my  joy."   3ook  of  Mormon,  Alma  29:9. 


LONGI NGS 

Let   me   be  a  little  kinder,    let   me  be  a   little  blinder 
To    the  faults   of    those   about   me;    let   me   praise  a  little  more; 
Let   me   be,    when  I   aia  weary,    just   a  little  bit   more   cheery; 
let   me  ser^e  a  little  better   those    that   I   am  striving  for; 
Let   me  be  a  little  braver  when   temptations   bid  me  waver; 
Lot   me  strive  a  little   harder    to   be  all    that   I   should  be; 
Let   me  be  a  little  meeker  with   the   brother    that   is  weaker; 
Let   me    think  more   of  my  neighbour  and   a   little  less    of  me. 


-  Author  unknown. 
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MI SSI  OF  NEWS 

"Cumorah"  Mowbray. 

The  Lord  has  greatly  blessed  the  efforts  put  forth  by 
the  Elders  labouring  in  the  Cape  District  throughout  the  past 
month.  Woodstock,  our  present  cracting  field,  has  been  fairly 
fruitful,  and  five  new  homes  arc  now  welcoming  our  visits.   We 
have  many  investigators  who  are,  at  the  present  time,  studying 
our  message,  and  we  look  forward  to  a  rich  harvest  before  the 
close  of  the  year.   We  are  now  having  an  average  attendance  of 
fifty  at  our  Sunday  Evening  Services,  twenty  of  whom  are  inves- 
tigators.  This  is  an  increase  over  that  of  last  month. 

Mrs.  Harding,  of  the  Transvaal  District,  who  is  on  her 
way  to  England  for  a  holiday,  paid  us  a  short  visit,  leaving  here 
on  June  3rd,  per  the  Carnarvon  Castle. 

A  splendid  social  was  held  at  "Cumorah"  on  June  22nd, 
being  given  in  honour  of  President  and  Sister  Martin's  First 
Anniversary  of  their  arrival  back  in  South  Africa.   Everyone  of 
the  seventy  guests  present  enjoyed  themselves. 

We  were  very  happy  to  receive  the  first  issue  of  the 
Bulletin,  and  know  that  it  is  going  to  be  a  power  for  good  among 
the  saints  and  friends  of  this  District. 

District  Clerk  Leroy  H.  Duncan. 
"Ramah"  Johannesburg. 

The  past  month  has  passed  very  quickly  for  those  of  us 
here  in  the  Transvaal.  Our  labours  have  been  crowned  with  succ- 
ess, and  we  rejoice  in  the  progress  which  our  work  is  showing. 
The  spirit  of  humility  and  faithfulness  existing  among  the 
Saints  portrays  to  us  that  they  are  enjoying  the  spirit  of  the 
Gospel.   Our  testimonies  have  been  greatly  strengthened  through 
the  mercy  of  God  extended  toward  Sister  Kathleen  Hughes  in  her 
recent  recovery  from  an  illness  which  doctors  declared  would  be 
very  extended,  if  not  fatal.   She  is  no?/  well  and  strong,  and 
able  to  attend  to  her  duties. 

Late  in  the  month  Elders  Becks  toad  and  Madsen  made  a 
bicycle  trip  to  Pretoria,  and  spent  a  week  in  visiting  Saints 
and  friends,  also  enjoying  a  thirty  minute  ride  in  an  airplane. 

The  Mutual  Improvement  Association  is  progressing 
nicely,  and  a  very  successful  food  sale  was  lately  held  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Relief  Society. 

We  are  all  well  and  enjoying  the  blessings  of  the  Lord 
in  our  labours . 

We  wish  to  send  our  regards  to  the  Elders  and  Saints 
throughout  the  other  Districts,  and  also  extend  a  hearty  welcome 
to  the  three  new  Elders  who  are  expected  to  arrive  shortly. 

District  Clerk  0.  N.  Becks tead. 
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Port   Elizabeth  District. 

The  past  month  is    this  District  has  "been  one  of  steady 
progress  in  ail   lines   of  activity.     A  very  successful  visit  was 
made   to  Uitenhage,    finding  all    the  Saints   and  friends   showing  deep 
interest  in  t'lis  gospel,    and   a  desire    go  leern  more  of  its    truths, 
and<  to  partake  more  of  its  "blessings. 

There  has  "been  a  slight  increase   in   the  attendance  at 
our  meetings   in   the  past  month,    and   the  Saints   are   caking  a  very 
sincere  interest   in   the  nork. 

As   a  result  of  cur   traoting  in  Walroer,    the  Ministers 
have  started  a  series   of  lectures   on  various   religions,    and   "Mor- 
monism"   heads    the  list. 

We,   with  the  Saints   and  friends,    greatly  appreciate   the 
Bulletin,    and  believe  it  will  be  a  source  of  strength   to  all. 

We    extend   Gospel   greetings    to   all   readers   of    the   Bulle- 
tin. District   Clerk  Charles  W.   Larson. 

Bloemfontein  District. 

Wo  are  again  pleated    to   report    the  Bloemfontein  District 
in  a  splendid   condition.      During  the  past  month  we  hav6  made   good 
progress   in . the  work   of    the  lord.      On  Friday,   May  27th,   we  hold 
the  Dedl-eatorial  Servi-fco  of  our  Hall''.     We  had  with  us  President 
Noel   G.   Knight  and  Bldor(  William  B.   Holland  of   the  Kimberley  Dist- 
rict,   and  great  s'trengtbrwas   received    through   the  visit  of  these 
brethren. 

On  Wednesday,    June  Is';,   we  were  privileged   to  meet    the 
Mayor  of   this   Cityi   Mr-.    0.   W.   Dean',  who   received  us   very  court- 
eously.       During  the  we'ek  of  June   9  -      *.    President  Smith  of   this 
District   and  President  Knighjj   of   the  l.in'oerley  District    exchanged 
visits.      This    gave   added  strength   to  both  Branches,    the    time 
being  spent   in  visiting  Saints   and  investigators. 

We  were  all  well  pleased  with  the  arrival  of  the  first 
issue  of  the  Bulletin.  We  feel  that  this  publication  will  be  of 
great  benefit    to  all  wno   receive  it. 

We  have  gratitude   in  cur  hearts   for   the  progression  and 
success    that  has   attended  us    throughout    the  past  month,    and  we 
pray   that    the  lord  will  bless   all  who   are   earnestly  seeking  the 
truth,    as   He   h&S    this  District. 

District   Clerk  Sheldon  R.    Free. 

.Kin-barley  District, 

The  monfcb   of   June  has   passed   very  quickly  for   the  Elders 
labouring  in   this   District.    Ee&r    the   close  of  last  month  Pres .    N. 
C-.    Knight  and  Elder  W,    P.   Holland   visited  Bloemfontein  for   the  pur- 
pose of  attending  the  Dedicatory  Service   of   the  row  Hall,    returning 
on  May  28th. 

The  cottage  meetings  at  the  borne  of  Bro .  Earnest  Clark 
are- proving  a  source   of  strength   to   all,    and    the  attendance  at   our 
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Evening  Services  ha^  boon  fairly  good  throughout  the  month.  The 
exchange  of  visit?  between  President  Smith  and  President  Knight 
was  very  "beneficial  tip  this  Branch.   All  she  Saints  were  visited, 
and  we  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  Mrs.  Way,  formerly  from  Card- 
ston,  Canada,-  she  is  assisting  us  very  much  in  our  work. 

Our  tracting  has  been  very  successful,  and  many  new 
friends  have  been  made. 

We  feel  the  benefit  of  the  Bulletin,  and  pray  for  its 
continued  success. 

District  Clerk  Wm.  B.  Holland. 

East  London  District . 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  the  work  in  East  London  is 
progressing.   The  list  of  our  friends  and  investigators  is  grad- 
ually growing.  During  the  past  month  one  of  our  members,  Brother 
Joe  Kosakiewica,  has  had  a  severe  attack  of  pneumonia,  but  we  are 
happy  to  report  that  he  has  been  greatly  blessed  in  his  illness, 
and  is  now  rapidly  improving,   Sister  Violet  Kozakiewicz  was  here 
for  a  few  days,  but  hay  now  returned  borne  to  Graff  Reinet. 

On  June  22nd.  President  C .  Aid  en  3ray  and  Elder  Reed  H. 
Becks tead  made  a  very  pleasant  trip  to  Queens  town,  visiting  Bro . 
and  Sister  Benjamin  Ralph  and  family,  and  Sister  Friend,  finding 
them  all  well  and  happy. 

We  received  the  first  issue  of  the  Bulletin  with  glad- 
ness.  The  Saints  and  friends  report  joy  in  reading  its  contents. 
We  feel  it  will  be  a  source  of  strength  to  all. 

We  rejoice  in  the  great  Latter  Day  worL  of  the  Lord, 
and  invoke  His  blessings  upon  all  who  are  earnestly  seeking  for 
truth  and  light. 

District  Clerk  Reed  H.  Becks tead. 

Natal  District. 

Natal  sends  greetings  to  all.  and  congratulations  to 
the  Editors  for  the  success  of  tha  first  issue  of  the  Bulletin. 
May  the  others  be  as  successful  and  interesting. 

During  April,  May,  2nd  part  of  June  we  were  favoured 
with  a  visit  from  Sis  tor  Van  Ryneveld  cf  the  Cape  District. 
While  here  she  did  splendid  missionary  work  among  the  Saints  and 
strangers.   We  miss  her.  and  wish  hex   to  know  that  we  appreciate 
all  that  she  did  for  us  during  Lor  s ;ay  here. 

Wc  are  also  pleased  to  report  that  Sister  A.  J.  Wade 
and  her  daughter,  Sister  Gladys  'Mansfield')  Sweeney,  who  have 
been  in  Australia  for  the  past  year,  have  returned  well  and  happy, 
and  are  living  in  their  home  at  Jacobs, 

Sister  Daisy  and  Yr.  Bathurst  with  their  two  children 
arrived  here  June  19th,  bringing  with  them  good  news  from  the 
Cape.  We  hope  their  short  stay  ho::e   will  be  one  of  happiness. 

We  are  encouraged  in  our  work,  and  the  blessings  of 
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the  Lord  are  attending  us.  We  receive  great  joy  through  teaching 
the  eternal  principles  of  the  Gospel  to  those  who  are  as  yet  in 
darkness,  for  we  have  indeed  received  a  testimony  that  it  will 
lighten  them  unto  salvation,  and  they  may  likewise  partake  of  the 
blessings  of  godliness. 

Distriot  Clerk  Theo .  R.  Martin. 

TRANSFERS 
Elder  Charles  W.  Larson  has  "been  transferred  from  Port 
Elizabeth  fco  the  Bloemfontein  District  to  give  him  the  opportunity 
of  labouring  in  an  higher  altitude,  and  Elder  Sheldon  R.  Free  to 
Port  Elizabeth  to  take  his  place,  where  we  trust  the  change  will 
be  beneficial  and  congenial  to  them  both. 

ARRIVALS 

Elders  Rex  C.  Ellsworth  and  Ray  W. Ellsworth  of  Safford, 
Arizona,  and  0.  Lay ton  Alldredge  of  Magna,  Utah,  arrived  in  the 
South  African  Mission  per  the  R.  M.  3.  Xenilworth  Castle  on  July 
4th.   These  brethren  will  be  stationed  at  "Cumorah" ,  Mowbray  Dis- 
trict until  we  can  receive  a  partner  for  one  of  them,  which  we 
expect  within  a  few  weeks. 

They  are  all  embued  with  a  love  and  desire  to  go  for- 
ward in  this  wonderful  work. 

MARRIAGES 
Wc  take  this  opportunity  of  congratulating  two  of  our 
Saints,  Bro .  Alex  S.  Greenborg  and  Sister  Florence  E-  Spragg,  who 
were  married  on  Saturday.  June  25th.  at  Bloemfontein. 

We  have  received  the  announcenent  of  the  marriage  of 
Miss  Bertha  Barker  to  Mr.  Chester  A.  Engstrom.  Elder  Engstrom 
laboured  as  a  missionary  in  South  Africa  from  January,  1923,  to 
January  1925 . 

Among  many  other  things.  Elder  George  Pugmire  of  Pooa- 
tello,  Idaho,  formerly  labouring  in  this  Mission,  informs  us  that 
he  has  met  his  affinity,  and  is  planning  to  embark  upon  tho  sea 
of  matrimony  next  Juii6. 

Although  he  is  kept  very  busy  in  Church  activities, 
having  been  made  teacher  of  a  Sunday  School  and  an  M.I. A.  class, 
he  states  that  his  heart  and  soul  are  in  South  Africa. 

With  his  characteristic  zeal  he  urges  us  to  press  on 
with  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  this  land,  and  keep  the  Gospel  flams 
burning  brightly. 

He  wishes  to  be  very  kindly  remembered  to  all  of  his 
many  friends  in  ?outh  Africa, 
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"Peek  ye  first    'oho  Kingdom  of  God,    and   His   righteousness; 
and   all    these    things   shall  "be   added    unto   you." 

Our  Saviour   gave    this  wonderful   promise   as   Ho  address od 
the  multitude   from   the  mount,    saying  unto    those  assembled,    "There- 
fore  I   say  unto   you,    take   no    thought   for  your  life,   what   yo  shall 
cat,    or  what   ye   shall   drink,    nor  yet   for  your  body,   what   ye  shall 
put   on,    is   not    the  life  more    than,  meat,    and    the  "body  more    than 
raiment?".    The    Gospel    to   some   is   secondary;    not   so  with   the   true 
Latter  Day  Saint.      The   Gospel   should   be   foremost   in  our  lives,    for 
true   happiness  we  should    count   all    things    else  as   dross.      Pure   joy 
comes   from  doing   fch.e  will   of   God,    and   if  we  keep    the   commandments 
of    the  Father,    then  shall    the  promise   of    the  Master  be  fulfilled 
upon  our  heads.      God   does   not   forsake  His   people,    for,    did   not    tho 
Psalmist  sing  -    "I    have   been  young,    and  now  am  old,    yet  have   I   not 
seen,  the   righteous   forsaken,    nor  His   seed   begging  bread"? 

Would   yo  have    eternal   life?   Then,    "Geek  ye  first    the 
Kingdom, "  ate.  ,      for  Paul   says   -   ''Godliness    is   profitable  unto   all 
things,    having  promise   of    tho  life    that    is.    ano.   of    that  which  is 
to    come."      Hoarken    bo    the  words    cf   the  Lord,    your   Redeemer,    given 
in   these,    the  iasfc   days,    to   His   servant   Joseph  Smith,    "And   he  who 
recoiveth  all    things  with   thankfulness   shall   be  made   glorious;    and 
the   things    of    this    earth  shall   be  aided  unto   him  an  hundred   fold, 
yea  more." 

Brothers   and  Sisters,    let  vc   strive  with  all   our  might 
to    please    the  Lord.      Lo'-  us    do   all    things  whatsoever  He   has    comm- 
anded us,    and  unbounded   shall   be   our   joy,      God's  Kingiom  is    here; 
let  us   seek  for  it.      Once  we   have   found   it,    let   us   hold   fast,    at 
all    times    letting  our  light   so   shine,    that   because   of  our  works, 
all   mankind  shall  be  lod    tc    glorify  our   Father  in  Heaven.      Lot  us 
endure    to    the    end,    for   the  Saviour  says    ■-   "He  who    endureth    to    the 
end,    the  same  shall   be  s'avocL™ «. 

Elder  No.  el    G.    Knight,    President   of  Kimberley  District. 


it   is  with  great   pleasure    that   I    take    this    opportunity 
of    expressing   tho    joy  which   I   have   received   in  being  called    to 
labour  in   the  South  African  Mission,      I   hope  and   pray   that  while 
I    am   engaged   in    this    great   latter  day  wol-k  I   may  have    the  spirit 
of    the   Lord    bo   direct   me,    tha  ;    I   may  bo   an  instrument   in   the 
hands    of   God    to   bring  some   soul    to   a    rnowledge   of    the    true    Gospel 
of   Jesus    Christ. 

Elder  0.    Layton  Aildredge,    Cape  District. 
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I  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of  adding  my  testimony  to 
the  "Cumorah  Monthly  Bulletin7'  thiQ  montl:..   I  have  been  helped  a 
groat  deal  in  my  work  through  reading  of  the  splendid  progress 
made  in  each  of  the  other  Districts  since  our  leconber  Convention, 
and  I  .oray  the  Lord  to  "be  with  lis  and  help  us  a?  1  that  we  may  he 
able  to  show  a  yet  larger  degree  of  progress  bofore  our  next  Con- 
vention. 

I  am  indeed  grateful  to  my  Heavenly  Father  for  the  test- 
imony gained  since  coming  into  the  Mission  Field,  and  for  the  help 
that  He  has  given  me  in  answer  to  my  prayers.   In  prayer,  I  feel 
that  I  can  get  very  close  to  my   Father  in  Heaven.   Wben  things 
look  dark,  and  I  remember  the  counsel  of  James  1:5-6,  "If  any  of 
you  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  Goi.  who  gi.veth  to  all  men  liber- 
ally',' etc.;  if  Jod  will  do  that  which  He  did  do  in  i ■  .swer  to  a  re- 
quest for  help  when  we  are  obedient.  I  too,  feel  that  no  matter 
how  great  a  problem  I  have  to  put  before  Him,  He  will  help  mo  if  I 
ask  in  faith,  nothing  wavering. 

May  ?od  bless  all  who  may  read  this,  and  inspire  them 
to  pray  always,  for  I  bear  testimony  t:  you  of  its  help  to  me. 
Elder  Wells  L.  Evans,  Transvaal  District. 

A  THOUGHT 

Man  is  prone  to  err,  and  often  goes  to  extremes  through 
insufficient  thought,  and  turns  from  the  very  thing  he  so  much 
desires . 

3-od  has  restored  the  everlasting  Jos  pel ,  the  plan  by 
whioh  wo  may  be  admitted  into  His  presence;  yet  without  investi- 
gating its  truth  millions  shout  -  n Away  with  'Mormonism'".   Only, 
the  few  behold  its  glories.   It  was  so  when  Jesus  Christ  Hims ell- 
taught  it.   Stop J  Look  J  and  list  on i  lest  you  bo  among  the  multi- 
tudes, for  He  said  -  "Enter  ye  in  at  the  strait  gate,  for  wide  is 
the  gate  and  broad  the  way  that  leadeth  to  destruction,  and  many 
there  be  which  go  in  thereat.  Eecause  strait  is  the  gate  and 
narrow  is  the  way  which  leadeth  unto  life,  and  few  there  be  that 
find  it."   (Mathew  7:13) . 

"Mormonism" is  hero  to  show  the  world  the  narrow  gate. 

Mission  Pros.  Samuel  Martin. 

I  thank  5od  for  "Mormonism",  so  called:  it  is  the  power 
of  Jod  unto  salvation.   It  is  the  duty  of  every  Latter  Day  Saint 
to  know  of  its  truth  and  go  exemplify  it,   Its  destiny  is  to  over- 
whelm error  and  supplant  it  with  righteousness  and  peace. 

?r  es  id  ent  Jos  eph  E .  Smi  th . 
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The  following  are  the  approximate  dates  of  departure  and 
arrival  for  President  Samuel  Martin's  third  tour  of  the  'ission:- 


Leave 
Capetown    Sun.   July  17,1927. 
Karibib     Fri .   July  29. 
Kimberley   Mon.   Aug.  8. 
Bloemfontein  Mon.  Aug.  15. 
Johannesburg  Mon.  Sept.  4. 
Durban      Thur.  Sept.  15. 
East  London  Wed.   Sept.  21. 
Port  Elizabeth  Mon.  Oct.  3. 


Arrive 

Karibib  Thar.  July   21,1927 

Kimberley  Tues .  Aug.    2. 

Bloemfontein     Mon.  Aug.    8. 

Johannesburg     Mon.  Aug.    15. 

I    Durban  Tues.  Sept.    5. 

l    East   London        Fri.  Sept.    16. 

Port   Elizabeth  Thur,    Sept.    22. 

i 

i    Capetown  Wed.        Oct.    5. 


It   is   a  source   of   great    joy   to   me    to  know   that    the  Sis- 
ters   in   the  several  Districts   are   putting  forth   their   efforts    to 
develop   the  beautiful  work  which  devolves   upon   the   Relief  Societ- 
ies  of  our  Church  in   their  various  Districts. 

Cultivate    the  spirit   of    this  wonderful  work;    charity 
within   the  very  soul  will    remove  many  of    the  snags  which  disturb 
the   peace   of    the   Branches    at    times.      Let   us    all   seek  for    the   good 
of  others,    and    thus   make    the   leaven   of  happiness  wiierever  our  or- 
ganization  exists,    so    that    the  work  of   the   Lord  may  grow  and    pros- 
per. 

Let   your  donations   be    those   of  sacrifice,    if   it   be  nec- 
essary;   always   be  doing  something   to    provide    the  necessities   for 
the   hour  of  need,    and    the  spirit   of    this   mighty  organization  will 
rest   upon  you,    giving  you   joy  and   strength   to   c^c   more  and  more. 

-  Sister   Clara  A.    Martin 

President   of  Mission  Relief  Societies. 

We  also  wish   to   plead    for  ycur  support   and    co-operation 
in  behalf  of    the  Sunday  School   and   Mutual   Improvement  Associations 
throughout    the  Mission.      These    two   organizations,    together  with 
the  Relief  Society,    are   a   great   source   of  strength   to    the  work   of 
5od ,    and    it    is    the  duty  of   every  Latter   Day  Saint    to   render    thorn 
all    the  assistance   possible.      By  attending    the  meetings    and    acti- 
vely participating   therein,    we   not   only  strengthen  ourselves,    but 
assist    in  building  up   the  Kingdom  of    Jod. 
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